
Scaffolds - Rough Terrain forklift scaffolds

A “rough terrain forklift truck” is a rubber-tired forklift designed to handle the bumps and dips of a construction site. In addition to its natural role in material handling a rough terrain forklift can also be outfitted as a mobile work platform or scaffold. This section concentrates on the design, operation and use of such forklift-mounted work platforms per OSHA standards; however, it is not all-inclusive. 

design and construction 

· The work platform must be constructed of welded mild steel with a minimum safety factor of four times the maximum intended load. 

· The weight of the platform, workers, and tools must not exceed one third of the forklift’s rated capacity. 

· The platform is attached to the forks with enclosed sleeves and secured to the back of the forks with a mechanical device to prevent slipping. 

· The side of the platform adjacent to the lifting mast or boom must have a solid or mesh guard to prevent contact with moving parts. 

· The platform must have a continuous guardrail system around its perimeter, including a top rail between 36-42 inches high; mid-Rail centered between the top rail and toe board; and a toeboard not less than four inches high. 

· Platform gates must also have these guards. 

· The platform floor is made of wood planks, steel grate, or steel plate; a wooden pallet is not acceptable. 

· The platform width cannot extend more than 10 inches out from the truck’s front tires on either side. 

· The platform length cannot exceed twice the “load center distance” listed on the truck and parallel with the forklift centerline. 

· A permanent sign listing the maximum number of passengers, the work platform identification number, and the maximum rated load must be attached to the platform. 
operation 

· The forklift operator must be trained and have a valid operating permit for rough terrain forklifts and for elevating employees. The permit must identify the company, the operator, issue and expiration dates, operational restrictions, and the type of equipment trained and qualified to operate. 

· The operator must remain at the controls while employees are elevated on the platform. 

· Before an employee is elevated on the forklift platform, a pre-lift meeting must be held to review procedures. The pre-lift meeting must include the forklift operator, signal person, employees to be lifted, and the person who is responsible for the task to be performed. 

· Position the forklift as close as possible to the work area on a level and firm surface. 

· Engage parking brake and place transmission in neutral. 

· Use outriggers, if available, for better stability. 

· Double-check the platform to be sure it is securely attached to the forks. 

· Raise and lower the platform only after alerting the workers on it. 

· Raise and lower the platform smoothly. Keep it level. 

· Lower the platform completely and allow workers to exit before repositioning the forklift. 

· Don’t move the forklift while workers are on the platform. 

· Workers on the platform must keep hands, arms, and legs within the guardrails as the platform is raised and lowered. 

· Avoid raising the platform within 10 feet of live electrical lines. 

· Only hand tools and portable power tools are permitted on the platform. 

· Workers must remain on the floor of the platform while elevated; don’t stand on guardrails or use ladders for extra height. 

· Employees on platforms attached to a variable reach lift truck must wear approved personal fall arrest systems. 

· Wear hard hats when working in areas with overhead hazards. 

· Don’t elevate the work platform during high winds, electrical storms, ice, sleet, or other adverse weather conditions. 

training and maintenance 

· Forklift operators must be trained and have valid operating permits. 

· Operators must ensure the forklift is maintained in good operating condition. 

· Operators must know the capacities and abilities of the equipment. 
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