
Lockout/Tagout

In order to promote and maintain work place safety, it is important that lockout/tag out procedures are understood and followed by all employees who use, maintain, or service machines and equipment. Lockout/tag out procedures help prevent injuries that can occur from unexpected energized start-ups, and/or energy release. The term “lockout” refers to the use of a locking device to prevent activation of equipment taken out of service for repair or other reason.  The lockout device is typically installed on or attached to all “on/off” switches or power sources. “Tag out” means the secure attachment of appropriate tags on the equipment at points of operation to alert personnel that the equipment has been taken out of service. Standard tags feature phrases such as “Do Not Operate,” “Do Not Open,” and so on. Tags must comply with 29 CFR 1926 Construction Industry Regulations, Subpart G, “Signs, Signals and Barricades”, 1926.200-.203.
The following points should be addressed in lockout/tag out programs:

· Establish lockout/tag out procedures for shop and site work. 

· Train all employees who will be responsible for lockout and tag out of equipment; keep training and documentation current. 

· Notify coworkers that a device is to be locked and tagged out. 

· Use company-approved lockout devices and tags. 

· Unplug electric power tools before servicing. 

· Lock out equipment in the “Off” or “Neutral” positions. 

· Take precautions against unexpected energy release due to gravity and pressure, as well as electricity. 

· Replace all guards before reactivating locked out equipment. 

· Notify employees when reactivating equipment. 

· Only authorized employees may remove locks and tags.
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