
excavations

An excavated area can be a hazardous place. Depending on the depth of the excavation and the surrounding soil conditions, certain precautions must be taken to prevent cave-ins, falls, and disruption of utilities.  The following procedures will reduce your exposure to accidents and injuries:  

· Call your local under ground power line/cable line locator prior to excavation work, including trenching, to identify and locate underground utilities. 

· Maintain a safe distances between overhead and underground utilities while operating excavating tools and equipment. 

· Equipment must be fitted with the appropriate safety devices such as rollover protection, safety belts, and back up alarms. 

· Place spoils (excavated material) at least two feet from the edge of the excavation. 

· Vehicle traffic (including excavation equipment) must not travel so close to the dig as to cause cave-ins. 

· Restrict entry into the excavated area. Only authorized workers should be allowed in, and they should not remain within the excavated area any longer than necessary. 

· Employees working around machinery and in excavations must wear hard hats, safety boots, and other personal protective equipment, as necessary. 

· Provide ladders or ramps within excavations that are four feet deep or more; discourage workers from jumping or climbing over the walls of excavations. 

· Excavations deeper than five feet must be sloped, benched, or shored according to soil conditions. 

· Inspect excavations that have been exposed to rain or freeze/ thaw cycles. Be prepared to slope or bench the excavation walls as necessary to match changed conditions. 

· Barricade excavations from the general public, as necessary. 

· If an excavation creates a fall exposure of six feet or more, it must be guarded in accordance with “29 CFR 1926 OSHA Construction Industry Regulations, Subpart M, Fall Protection, 1926.500-.503, & Appendix A-E.”  

· Ensure adequate ventilation when operating gas-powered equipment within excavations. 

· Some excavations may be considered “confined spaces,” and require atmospheric testing and confined space entry practices. Refer to 29 CFR 1926 Construction Industry Regulations, 1910 General Industry Standards 1910.146.
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