
electrical safety

Every year, electrocutions and electric shock are near the top of the list of causes of construction-related fatalities and injuries. A qualified individual should perform electrical installations and/or repairs. Electric tools and equipment must be maintained in good condition to avoid shocks and injuries. The following procedures will help ensure worker safety: 

· Ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) are required when operating electric power tools outdoors and in wet or damp environments. 

· Comply with federal and state regulations when working with or around electricity. 

· Cover electrical boxes and panels. 

· Read and heed warnings on electrical tools and equipment. 

· Disconnect and service any tool that shocks its user. 

· If a tool trips a circuit breaker, remove it from service for repairs. 

· Disconnect power supply before repairing, servicing, or working on or near electrical fixtures. 

· Comply with lockout/tag out procedures. 

· Repair or replace worn power and extension cords. 

· Don’t use power or extension cords that are missing ground 

· Protect all cords from foot and vehicular traffic, sharp corners, and pinching.

· Route cords away from walkways, stairways, doorways and water ponding. 

· Don’t drape cords over nails, hooks, sharp or hot objects. 

· Disconnect cords by pulling the plug from the outlet. 

· Locate and identify overhead electrical power lines. 

· Keep ladders, scaffolds, dump boxes, and other equipment at least 10 feet from power lines. 

· Notify your local power company/cable company before excavating. 

· Avoid wearing metal jewelry or other electric conductors. 

· Use battery/cordless tools whenever possible, especially when working outside. 

· Use guards around temporary lights to prevent accidental contact or breakage. 

· Keep flammable materials away from bulbs and heating devices.
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